
Research, Writing and 
Publishing in English

M. Gadpaille 

University of Maribor, January 15, 2020



Know your
journal:
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format

issue frequency



Explore the journal group: e.g. Elsevier



CiteScore, impact, most popular 
articles, submission guidelines



READ the targeted journal(s) 
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Titles 
Dr 

Professor
Associate Professor 
Assistant Professor 
Emeritus Professor 



W. J. T. Mitchell, Gaylord Donnelley Distinguished 
Service Professor of English and Art History

Dear Dr Mitchell,
Dear Dr Mitchell:



The Cover letter (or email)

Brevity 

Politeness 
Accuracy 



Address one editor, by name
Be formal in style
Ask for the article to be considered for publication
Mention that it is not being submitted 

elsewhere
Summarize why it fits the journal’s profile 

(bullet points are allowable)
Perhaps mention its connection to other articles

in this journal
Don’t drop names
Keep it to one page



Documentation formats 

Humanities/Languages: MLA 

Chicago 1: Notes and Bibliography
Chicago 2: Author-date

Psychology /Social Sciences:  APA 

Biology CSE
Medicine AMA; Vancouver style



https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/
01/

MLA 
APA 

Chicago Style

House Style 



Mendeley
Free reference manager and academic social 
network 

Zotero
Free, easy-to-use tool to help you collect, 
organize, cite, and share your research 
sources 

Thomson Reuters 
ENDNOTE





Falsifying data 

Fabricating data



Self-plagiarism 

~  text recycling 
~ “recycling fraud”

COPE: Committee on Publication Ethics



Most common in 

~ Literature summary 

~ Materials

~ Methodology



Not tolerated in 

~Results 
~ Discussion 
~ Conclusion



You may not own the copyright to your own 
article. 
You may share copyright with co-authors.

So,  (i) rewrite, or 
(ii) cite yourself 

Avoid copy-paste of methodology 
paragraphs.



Two rules

~Do not send your article to two or more
journals simultaneously. 

~ Do not publish a translation of your article as a
“new” piece of research. 



CASE TEXT (ADAPTED FROM COPE WEBSITE)

A paper was submitted to one journal on 

7 March, revised on 20 May, submitted to another 

journal on 

21 March, revised on 29 May, 

accepted on 2 July and published in December . . .. 

The content of both papers is identical but each has 

different reference styles so were clearly intended 

for two different journals. The submission letter to 

the first journal clearly states that the material has 

not been submitted elsewhere. What should the two 

editors do now?



BioMed Central guidelines on duplicate publication

Type of pre-publication Re-use? 
Authors’ personal/institutional websites Yes

Abstracts/posters presented at scientific meetings Yes

Open science - data posted on wikis, blogs, electronic Yes
online notebooks, networking websites

Figures and tables in non-research articles. Yes,
with permission



Avoiding technical plagiarism

the five (5) word rule 

Any sequence of five words in a row that is 
identical to your source may require 

documentation



Original 
These early extravagant, seemingly misogynistic tropes 

signal a return to an almost child-like way of perceiving 

the adult body, from a position of difference, but not of 

complete otherness, since the child perceives the threat 

of mutation in its own future. 

(Gadpaille 2008, 9)

Plagiarism from this source

In many of her novels, Atwood uses misogynistic 

tropes that signal an almost child-like way of 

perceiving adult bodies, as in her novel, Surfacing. 



ORIGINAL
Girls are primarily considered a liability until they are married 
off. Spending money on educating a girl is equated to investing in 
a venture that has already failed (Sharma 2013).

BAD PARAPHRASE
In India girls are considered a liability until they are married off; 
therefore, spending money on educating girls is considered a 
failure to invest wisely (Sharma 2013).

GOOD PARAPHRASE
Sharma reports on the attitude that sees girl children as a family 
burden, their education as a waste of money and their marriage 
as the only end to the economic drain (Sharma 2013). 



Achieving the scholarly tone
neutrality
directness 

short sentences
minimal repetition



Repetition: the big no-no

IN CONTENT: 
re-word rather than repeat 
strategic placement of evidence
use proof/example once 

IN LINKAGE:
As I have already said,  χ

As has been established,  



Fake Journals 
Journal of Advances in Humanities

Institute of ADVANCED Scientific Research 

An International, Peer Reviewed & Referred
Scholarly Research Journal’s

Science Publishing Group 
(SciencePG)(www.sciencepublishinggroup.com)

https://mail.um.si/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=D3XMLHOUSgUk6I39gdh7obs5-_yWcxNca8ZnCDlq2C_jdtBzK3LSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBzAGMAaQBlAG4AYwBlAHAAdQBiAGwAaQBzAGgAaQBuAGcAZwByAG8AdQBwAC4AYwBvAG0ALwBoAG8AbQBlAC8AaQBuAGQAZQB4AC4AYQBzAHAAeAA_AGUAbQBhAGkAbAA9AG0AaQBjAGgAZQBsAGwAZQAuAGcAYQBkAHAAYQBpAGwAbABlAEAAdQBtAC4AcwBpACYAdABfAGUAdgBlAG4AdAA9AFMAcABlAGMAaQBhAGwAXwBJAHMAcwB1AGUAJgB0AF8AZABhAHQAZQA9ADIAMAAxADUAMAA1ADMAMAA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.sciencepublishinggroup.com%2fhome%2findex.aspx%3femail%3dmichelle.gadpaille%40um.si%26t_event%3dSpecial_Issue%26t_date%3d20150530


American International Journal of Social Science (AIJSS) 
ISSN 2325-4149 (Print), ISSN 2325-4165 (Online)

American International Journal of Social Science (AIJSS) is a 
double blind peer reviewed journal published by Center for 
Promoting Ideas (CPI), USA. The main objective of AIJSS is to 
provide an intellectual platform for the international scholars. 
AIJSS aims to promote interdisciplinary studies in social science 
and become the leading journal in social science in the world.

https://mail.um.si/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=b-pGNP9V9sJYHaC3X0JWjVM2FAXR84l7vDfDoNggAY7aLhf6K3LSCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwB1AHMALQBtAGcANgAuAG0AYQBpAGwALgB5AGEAaABvAG8ALgBjAG8AbQAvAG4AZQBvAC8AQQBJAEoAUwBTAC4AZABvAGMAeAA.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fus-mg6.mail.yahoo.com%2fneo%2fAIJSS.docx


Online Help in Identifying Fake Journals

http://scholarlyoa.com/individual-journals/

https://sites.google.com/site/fakeresearchjournal
publishers/

http://scholarlyoa.com/individual-journals/


Redundancy

due to the fact that because
in view of the fact that since
in light of the fact that since
regardless of the fact that   although
despite the fact that although
aware of the fact that know



The above-mentioned factors 
The factors that have previously 

been enumerated

These factors



The analyzed data                       this data

The included plant species        these plant species

The studied cases                        these cases



Article titles

Confidence
Conciseness 
Nominalization

Humanities & Social Sciences: 
noun phrases

Sciences: 
statements (full sentences)



The Efficacy of Group Counselling 
against Primary School Bullying

Teachers Role, Responsibility and 
Opinions on Playground Discipline

Drug X Reduces Tumors in Early-
Onset Prostate Cancer



Written in English Language editor

Written in Slovene Translator AND
Language editor

Written in English + No editor = 



Impact factor 

InCites Journal Citation Reports

Scimago

Humanities Journals Wiki

I submitted by e-mail. Within two weeks, the managing editor 
wrote to say that they did not feel 18thC Studies was the right 
journal for my article. Swift rejection was much better than long 
wait.
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Search

Email alerts
Metrics
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